The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
is, Ismaflitic, branches from central and northern Arabia
and Syria, who had now achieved superiority by virtue
of their including the Prophet's own tribe of Quraysh.
Among the former group the greatest tribal names were,
perhaps, those of the Beni Quda'a, who included, theo-
retically, the Beli, the Beni Kelb and the Guhayna, and
Tai, who included, theoretically, Gudham and Lakhm,
el 6Azd, 'Aus and Khazrag (the " Ansar " or " Helpers "
of the Prophet). Among the Ismailitic group were
prominent Qays 'Aylan, Rabl'a, Kenana (including
Quraysh, Beni 'Abbas and Beni Ommayya), Sulaym,
Hawazin, and a host of others.
But here it is as well to stress a point which is of some
importance in this context. Although the Arabs, brought
up to think in terms of patrilinear genealogy and exhorted
by the Prophet himself to keep the record of their pedigrees,
were wont to speak of Qahban and Ismd/il respectively, as
though they were the forbears of them all, and though
each individual of a great congeries such as the Beni Tai
or Rabi'a or Kenana would claim to be the direct lineal
descendant of the eponymous ancestor of his tribe, it
must be obvious that such claims were generally ridiculous.
Were there, for instances, no other Arabs in the days of
Ismail, and did they leave no progeny ? The fact of the
matter is, of course, that their genealogies were largely
fictitious and their tribes were shifting conglomerates of
more or less kindred families rather than subdivisions of
a single unit. Moreover, El Hamdani confirms what might
have remained a mere suspicion when he tells us that it
was not uncommon for the Arabs to take advantage of
coincidences of nomenclature to claim kinship with well-
known tribes with whom they had no tangible connection
at all. It was with this in mind that I used the word
" theoretically " above when speaking of certain tribes as
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